PUBLIC NOTIFICATION OF ACCELERATED MISCONDUCT HEARING
PC 3597 Thomas ROSS

The above hearing will take place at Scotswood House, Thornaby Place, Stockton on Tees, TS17 6SB, on Friday 13th November 2026 with a start time of 09.30 hours.

It is alleged that PC 3597 Ross has breached the Standards of Professional Behaviour for police officers, specifically the standards relating to
1. Discreditable Conduct
2. Authority, Respect & Courtesy

It is alleged that;

1. On Friday 6th December 2024 PC 3597 Thomas Ross, whilst off-duty and attending a work social event, inappropriately touched PC A by means of grabbing her waist and kissing her neck, despite having been told to stop. PC Ross’s actions constituted unwanted sexual touching and made PC A feel uncomfortable, and she left because she did not wish to remain part of the group.
2. On the 24th August 2026, PC 3597 Thomas Ross attended Newcastle Crown Court and pleaded guilty to the sexual assault of PC A in respect of his conduct on 6th December 2024 and he was thereby convicted of that offence.

It is contended that (if proven) the conduct of PC 3597 Ross amounts individually and cumulatively to gross misconduct. 

Members of the media and public may attend subject to the following conditions;
· Attending media and the public must not report on evidence until the hearing has concluded giving all evidence.
· During the hearing the chair prohibits photographs, audio recording, and video recording being conducted.
· The use of live text-based communications for simultaneous reporting (e.g., live‐tweeting, live blogging) is prohibited.
· There may be parts of the hearing which are held in private session; if that is the case, any accredited member of the media or public attending the hearing will be asked to leave during the private session and will be informed by the Hearings Officer when they can return.
· [bookmark: _Hlk95118133]The media and public must adhere to reporting restrictions imposed by the Chair. ‘PC A’ should be referred to by that designation in any public report or record of the proceedings and their identity, or that of any other police officer involved in this case (with the exception of PC Ross) should not be revealed in any way.
· It is also a condition of attendance that any person attending confirms in writing that they are aware of these prohibitions.

The hearing will be in public. The Chair will be Chief Constable Victoria Fuller. 
Any representations, including by any news or media organisation, regarding the imposition of anonymity decisions and/or reporting restrictions (or other conditions on the hearing) should be made in writing to Chief Constable Fuller, c/o Detective Chief Inspector 1704 Littlewood at professionalstandards@cleveland.police.uk by 4pm on Wednesday 11th November 2026.

Members of the public are invited to apply to attend via the force website. Applicants should select the hearing they wish to attend from the list of upcoming police misconduct hearings and complete the online request form. If a place is available, a confirmation email will be sent. Applications by members of the public must also be made by 4pm on Wednesday 11th November 2026.
