PUBLIC NOTIFICATION OF ACCELERATED MISCONDUCT HEARING
Former Temporary Police Sergeant 2144 Ben Sutcliffe

The hearing in the above will take place at Scotswood House, Thornaby Place, Stockton on Tees, TS17 6SB, on Wednesday 21st October 2026 and will commence at 10.00 hours.

It is alleged that the former officer –

a) [bookmark: _Int_GsGXOUwR]That he engaged in a personal relationship with a female officer and when challenged, denied the relationship on a number of occasions. 

b) That he sent and received a large number of sexually explicit texts and images to the officer whilst on duty. The exchanges were to such an extent that they interfered with the proper performance of his duties.

c) That he engaged in sexual activity with the officer in public places, knowing and intending that there be a risk of being caught.

d) That without any lawful operational policing purpose, he disclosed to the officer restricted operational police information, knowing such information was confidential.

e) That he failed to challenge improper conduct on the part of the female officer, namely when she told him that she would lie to the Professional Standards Department and deny the relationship; and when she sent him sexually explicit messages and photographs whilst on duty.

The allegations amount to breaches of the Standards of Professional Behaviour relating to:
(a) Discreditable conduct 
(b) Authority, Respect and Courtesy
(c) Honesty and Integrity
(d) Orders and Instructions 
(e) Confidentiality
(f) Challenging and Reporting Improper Conduct

The allegations have been assessed as gross misconduct if proved.


Members of the media and public may attend, subject to the following conditions:

· The taking of photographs and the use of film or sound recording equipment during the hearing, except for official use relating to this hearing only, is strictly prohibited.
· There may be parts of the hearing which are held in private session; if that is the case, any accredited member of the media or public attending the hearing will be asked to leave during the private session and will be informed by the Hearings Officer when they can return.
· [bookmark: _Hlk95118133][bookmark: _Hlk108434034]The media and public must adhere to reporting restrictions imposed by the Chair. Witness A’ should be referred to by that designation in any public report or record of the proceedings and their identity should not be revealed in any way.
· It is also a condition of attendance that any person attending confirms in writing that they are aware of these prohibitions.

Representatives of the media may make written representations regarding these directions to the Chair by 4:00pm on 19th October 2026. Such representations are to be sent to Cleveland Police PSD at professionalstandards@cleveland.police.uk 

Members of the public are invited to apply to attend via the force website. Applicants should select the hearing they wish to attend from the list of upcoming police misconduct hearings and complete the online request form. If a place is available, a confirmation email will be sent. Applications by members of the public must also be made by 4:00pm on 19th October 2026.
