PUBLIC NOTIFICATION OF MISCONDUCT HEARING –
Former Officer (Resigned) PC 2878 Ben Burgess

The hearing in the above will take place at Scotswood House, Thornaby Place, Stockton on Tees, TS17 6SB, on Monday 10th August 2026. Start time of 10:00 hours. 

It is alleged that the officer has –

a) Between 9 July 2024 and 22 July 2024 PC Burgess established an inappropriate sexual relationship with Ms A, a person he came into contact with, in the performance of his policing duties, and who was a vulnerable victim of domestic abuse.  

b) Between 9 July 2024 and 22 July 2024 PC Burgess failed to disclose the full circumstances of his relationship with Ms A to Cleveland Police, in particular by failing to disclose the sexual nature of the relationship.

c) PC Burgess failed to report offences disclosed to him by Ms A, namely:

(i)	A report by Ms A of a domestic assault on a child.
(ii)	Messages sent by Ms A on 11 July 2024 to PC Burgess to the effect that Ms A was in possession of an XL Bully dog, which discloses an offence contrary to s.1 Dangerous Dogs Act 1991.
(iii)	Photographs sent by Ms A on 12 July 2024 to PC Burgess showing her two children not wearing seatbelts, and her using her mobile phone whilst driving, which disclose offences contrary to s.15 Road Traffic Act 1988 and Regulation 110 Road Vehicles (Construction and Use) Regulations 1986.

d) Having been given a lawful order by DS Houchen on 17 July 2024 to cease communication with Ms A, PC Burgess:

(i)	Met Ms A on the night of 21/22 July 2024.
(ii)	Exchanged around 250 messages with Ms A on 22 July 2024.

The allegations amount to a breach of the standards of professional behaviour relating to: 
(a) Discreditable conduct 
(b) Honesty and Integrity
(c) Authority, Respect and Courtesy
(d) Duties and Responsibilities

The allegations have been assessed as gross misconduct if proved.

Members of the media and public may attend subject to the following conditions: -:
•	The taking of photographs and the use of film or sound recording equipment during the hearing, except for official use relating to this hearing only, is strictly prohibited.
•	There may be parts of the hearing which are held in private session; if that is the case, any accredited member of the media or public attending the hearing will be asked to leave during the private session and will be informed by the Hearings Officer when they can return.
•	Any accredited member of the media and member of the public must adhere to reporting restriction imposed by the Chair that the person identified as ‘Miss A’ should be referred to by this title in any public record of it and their identity should not be revealed in any way. 
•	It is a condition of attendance that any person attending confirms in writing that they are aware of this prohibition.

The media may make written representations upon these directions to the Chair by 1pm on the 06th of August 2026. Such representations are to be sent to Cleveland Police PSD at professionalstandards@cleveland.police.uk
